DECEMBER 8, 2024 - THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT

Prelude - “Von Himmel Hoch " by Zachau.

Stand

343 Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; The King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo-ple, see Him com - ing: Yourown e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen To greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth-ly king - dom; It comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley A lev - el road ap - pear!

Palm branch-es strew be-fore Him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion Its trib - ute  too should bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom And jus-tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of Glo - ry Fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands, bow down be-fore Him! All na-tions, now a - dore Him!

So let your praise be sound-ing For kind-ness so a - bound-ing:
Au Refrain . . .
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Ho - san - na to the  Lord, For He ful-fills God’s Word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.; © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000747
Tune: Swedish, 17th cent.; Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Advent Wreath Lighting
(P} Dear friends in Christ, on this Second Sunday in Advent, our attention is turned to the great figure of John
the Baptizer. John calls us out to the desert, proclaiming a time of repentance and renewal, for the day of the
Lord is at hand. As we light the second candle on the Advent wreath, let us prepare ourselves through prayer
and penance. Let us open a way for the Lord to come into our lives.

Lord Jesus, Your forerunner John calls us to repent for You are near.
Lord, have mercy.

® >

Christ Jesus, You bring us forgiveness for our sins and You baptize us with Your Spirit.
Christ, have mercy.

®

Lord Jesus, You are the way, the straight path leading to the kingdom.
Lord, have mercy.

®

May Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you your sins, -+ and bring you to everlasting life.
Amen.
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The second stanza of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” is sung while the second candle on the Advent Wreath is lit.



357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. ref, 2
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2 O come, Thou Wis - dom from on high, Who or - d’rest
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all things might - i - ly; To us the path of
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knowl - edge show, And teach us in her ways to go.
A Refrain
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Em - man - u - el
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Shall come to thee, (0] Is - ra - el

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, K&In; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; Public domain
Tune: French, 15th cent.; Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may
be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:1-7b

Psalm

1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of
hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire
and like fullers’ soap. *He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them
like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. “Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.

5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers,
against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless,
against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.

“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. "From the days of your
fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Pastor and the Congregation speak responsively. Psalm 66:1-12
Shout for joy to God, all the earth;
%sing the glory of his name;
give to him glorious praise!

3Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you.



“All the earth worships you
and sings praises to you;
they sing praises to your name.”

5Come and see what God has done:
he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man.

He turned the sea into dry land;
they passed through the river on foot.

There did we rejoice in him, “"who rules by his might forever,
whose eyes keep watch on the nations—
let not the rebellious exalt themselves.

8Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be heard,

*who has kept our soul among the living
and has not let our feet slip.

OFor you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.

1You brought us into the net;
you laid a crushing burden on our backs;

2you let men ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;
yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Philippians 1:2-11

2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 thank my God in all my remembrance of you, “always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with
joy, ®because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. ®And | am sure of this, that he who began a
good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about you all,
because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense
and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how | yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. °And
it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, '%so that you may
approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, *filled with the fruit of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Luke 3:1-14
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.



1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being
tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of
Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the
wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
SEvery valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall become straight,

and the rough places shall become level ways,
band all flesh shall see the salvation of God.””

"He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? ®Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father.” For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. °Even now the
axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire.”

10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” ! And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to
share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” *2Tax collectors also came to be baptized and
said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?”” **And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.”
14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?”” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by
threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’'s cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - °'ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
A5 All praise, e - ter - nal Son, to Thee Whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is  nigh; A - wake and hear - Kken,
way for God  with - in, And let us  all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - 1y
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’'rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’'ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. Composite; Public domain
Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621; Public domain

Sermon

Stand



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -~ everlasting. Amen.

Sit
Anthem - “My Jesus Is My Delight”” by Beethoven.
Kneel

Prayer of the Church
(P) Let us pray for the whole people of God, in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.

Each petition ends:

(P] Lord, in Your mercy:
Hear our prayer!

The Prayers conclude:

(P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all those for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Collect
Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down from above, that Your
Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so
that in steadfast faith we may serve You and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
Stand
346 When All the World Was Cursed
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1 When all the world was cursed By Mo-ses’ con - dem-na - tion,

2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,
3 Be - hold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,
40 grant, dear Lord of love, That we re - ceive, re - joic - ing,
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con -so-1la - tion.
Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
Whose sac - ri - fice re- moves The dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
The word pro-claimed by John, Our true re - pen-tance voic - ing,
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With true fore - run-ner’s zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor-dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - 1li - jah bold,
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,
That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior's way
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav -ior he pro - claimed.

He tes-ti-fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
Who for our peace and joy Will full a - tone-ment win.
Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-1965, alt.; © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000747
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701; Public domain

Postlude - “Lift Up Your Heads You Mighty Gates ” tune Mach Hoch Die Tur, setting by Johnson.
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